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As Max tells us, the moon takes about a month to 
orbit Earth. It is the location of the moon in relation 
to Earth and the sun that determines how much of 
the illuminated half of the moon we can see. 

When the moon changes its appearance through-
out the month, it is not because Earth’s shadow 
covers some of the moon. That only happens dur-
ing rare lunar eclipses. As shown in the drawing at 
the top, lunar eclipses can only occur during a full 
moon. When you see the drawing, you might think 
that lunar eclipses occur often, but that is because 
a drawing cannot depict the enormous distances 
between the three celestial bodies. It is rare that 

Earth’s shadow covers the entire moon. During a 
solar eclipse, it is the moon that obscures the light 
of the sun – and that happens even less frequently. 

Moreover, it is always the same side of the moon 
we can see from Earth. We call that the near side 
of the moon. The other side, we call the far side of 
the moon. On the near side of the moon, there are 
big, flat areas covered with solidified lava. These 
are somewhat misleadingly called ‘seas’. One of 
them is the Sea of Tranquillity, where Apollo 11’s 
lunar lander landed in 1969. The lunar lander was 
called the Eagle, and Neil Armstrong was thus able 
to deliver his famous message to Earth: ‘The Eagle 
has landed’. 

On 21 July 1969, early morning Danish time, Neil 
Armstrong stepped onto the moon with the words: 
‘One small step for man, one giant leap for man-
kind’. Buzz Aldrin was the second person to walk 
on the surface of the moon, while the third astro-
naut on the trip, Michael Collins, waited for the oth-
er two in a spacecraft orbiting the moon. The Eagle 
spent a total of 21 hours on the moon, and on Earth 
everyone watched as the two astronauts jumped 
around like kangaroos and planted a flag. As there 
is no atmosphere around the moon – and thus no 
wind – the flag was equipped with a small pole to 
make it unfold. The astronauts’ footprints are still 
on the surface of the moon because there is no 
wind or rain to remove them. 

Mainly for the adults



Look forward to



Max and Meta explore scientific phenomena with equal parts 
curiosity, imagination, and whimsical ideas. Meta can make 
magical things happen by snapping her fingers, e.g., transport 
our two heroes to new places or to another time. 

The books about Max and Meta are based on children’s 
curiosity about all the amazing things that surround us – 
colours, senses, sounds, forces of nature, celestial bodies,  
and much more. 

The books about Max and Meta can be read to children of 
approximately 6 years of age. 

The five first books in the series are about the moon, gravity, 
colours, time, and atoms. 

In this book, it is the moon that Max and Meta are curious 
about and explore in their own way. Things are about to go 
wrong, but luckily all ends well – and with treats. 

Visit the publisher’s website at www.forlaget-meta.dk, where 
you can find quizzes and other fun and educational activities.


